
The    
Arkansas 
Crisis 
Response 
Team is 
always 
ready to 
step up to 
the plate 

to respond to events in all 
kinds of settings.  Such was 
the case when a minor 
league baseball coach for 
the Tulsa Drillers was 
struck and killed by a foul 
ball at Dickey-Stephens 
Field during an Arkansas 
Travelers home game re-
cently.   
The event made national 
news as a tragic and very 
rare event.  The Drillers’ 
coach was transported to 
one of the Baptist Health 
Hospitals where he was 
pronounced dead shortly 
after arriving.   

Early the next morning, I  
received a call from Roy 
Lipschin, the manager of 
the E.A.P. for the Los An-
geles Angels, the Major 
League Team that owns 
the Travelers.   He wanted 
to know what kind of im-
mediate intervention might 
be available for the Travs, 
whose dugout was right 
behind where the coach 
was struck.  I offered  the 
Arkansas Crisis Response 
Team and explained our  
work to him.  He had heard 
of the NOVA model, and 
asked that I and the team 
chaplain meet with the 
Travs in their locker room 
as soon as possible.  
With just two hours notice 
I met with them as they 
had to decide whether or 
not to play the game that 
night.  I led the team in a 
two hour GCI, and met 

with players and coaches 
afterwards for one-on-ones.  
Due to a quirk in schedul-
ing, two days later the Drill-
ers would return to town to 
play again.  I was called 
upon to be available for 
players if needed for one-on-
ones on that day.   
Subsequent conversations 
with Roy Lipschin may lead 
to Major League Baseball 
forming its own crisis re-
sponse team, and we in Ar-
kansas are expected to have 
a role with Major League 
Baseball when that hap-
pens.  The Los Angeles An-
gels are also expected to 
make some contribution to 
the Arkansas Crisis        
Response Team to help sup-
port our mission in         
Arkansas.  I am pleased 
that everyone appreciated 
our response efforts. 
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Our friend Mike Kelly was 
truly a public servant.  
While he was best known 
to most of us as “The 
Chief”, he also contributed 
his time and talents to 
other institutions and 
agencies in the Gosnell 
community he loved so 
much.  Members of our 
Craighead County Crisis 
Response Team first met 
Mike when we endured 
NOVA basic training so 
many years ago.  Since that 
time our paths have 

crossed on a fairly regular 
basis.  Ironically, Mike had 
been to a CCCRT meeting 
in Jonesboro just days be-
fore he died. We were dis-
cussing upcoming projects 
and ideas 
to increase 
the number 
of trained 
volunteers 
in the Mis-
sissippi 
County 
area.  I 
have no 

doubt he would have fol-
lowed through with those 
projects and ideas with the 
professionalism and enthu-
siasm he always displayed. 
“The Chief” will be missed. 

 

Mike Kelly valued the work of AR-CRT and its 
dedication to first responders.  His words will 

long be remembered. 
“My hope is that others see that asking for 
help even if you are a responder is the right 

thing - actually it is the only thing to do.”     
Mike Kelly,                                               

The Responder, March 2006. 




